Press release – 
THE ‘YES!’ CAMPAIGN AT PIHA

The ‘Yes!’ Campaign, in support of a café at Piha, got off to a resoundingly successful start on Waitangi Day.  

The idea for this campaign started spontaneously among a number of residents who expressed dismay constantly being asked why Piha people didn’t want a café.  Knowing this was far from the case, it was felt that it was time for supporters of the café to make their numbers known.   

Support for the rally spread rapidly, and within 24 hours and with just a few phone calls and emails, around 160 local residents, joined by a small group of visitors, met at midday on Waitangi Day at the proposed café site.  Here they enthusiastically expressed their support for the Café project.

A recent poll conducted on the Village Voice, a blog on www.pihabeach.co.nz, a website run by Black Sands Lodge owners, Bobbie Carroll and Julia Woodhouse, showed clearly that  75% of respondents wanted a café – a place where visitors, bach owners and the growing number of permanent residents could meet and relax in pleasant surroundings.

Piha’s residents love their wonderful environment and work hard to preserve its special character, but we do miss the chance of meeting together socially in a neutral place,’ said a ‘Yes!’ Campaign spokesperson, Yvonne Dufaur.  ‘A low-key café, such as that proposed by a group of mainly local young Piha guys, would really fill a big gap.’

‘I think that a café would be a real blessing for the large group of young mothers in this community’ said Marilyn Perko, a member of the Yes! Campaign Group.  ‘There is no public transport in Piha and it is easy for mothers with young children to become isolated.  A friendly local café would fill a real need.’

The café site, ideally placed in the centre of the Piha community, was previously owned by Telecom.  It was zoned for communications during its occupancy by the telephone exchange but reverted to residential zoning when Telecom sold the land, even though it has never been used for residential purposes.  The result of the applicant’s resource consent to operate a café on the site is expected on Monday, 11 February.
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